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MOBS had been formed in the country, ap-
pearing first at Pontoise near the domains of
the Prince of Conti, plundering, burning houses,
demanding bread, and destroying grain; incit-
ing the people to seize boat-loads of wheat and
to divide the contents, as at Me" ry-on-Oise; and
invading towns in order to disorganize the mar-
kets. Turgot's brother, the Chevalier, after-
ward told Soulavie that " the pillagers appeared
to be supplied with gold and silver, and that
their movements were directed according to
the best principles of the art of war, doubtless
by an experienced general."

On the 2d of May, 1775, the mob ap-
peared at Versailles before the palace, filling
the courts and vociferating for bread. Turgot
was at Paris, whither he had gone to confer
with the Lieutenant of Police and with Mar-
shal Biron. The king appeared upon the bal-
cony and attempted to speak, but was not
heard. The report was spread that he had
yielded to the urgency of those about him,
and had promised to reduce the bread-rate to
two sous; to this assertion the king's corre-
spondence with Turgot, preserved by Marquis
Turgot in the archives of Lantheuil Castle, of charitable workshops in the
